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Our prayers have been asked for sick parishioners & friends that they may be healed & comforted during this time:

Mario Molinaro, Catherine Leonard, Peter Mejak, Joan Moran, Tony Ledda, Margaret Holland, Bridie Burke, Mary Rafferty, Thomas Keenan,
Bernadette Hobbs, Mervyn Bourke, John Downey, Peg Wilcox, Dawn Ellis
We pray for all those whose Anniversaries occur in the month of April that they may enter joyfully into God’s Kingdom

Maria de Bartolo, Shirley Bourke

Frank Laffy, Gino Ongarello, Karen Ongarello, Frank Nihill, Grace Leonard, Freda Kennedy, Alan Ridsdale, Jane Coyle, Elaine Chapman.
Mary Cho Nguyen, Prisca Rosario, Osvaldo Porcaro, Lina Betuna, Margaret Mc Carthy, Dino Bianchin, Bill Schultz, Brian Brown, Alessandro
Sacchetta, Reg Cummins, Pat Hart, Iris Hartley, Joy Joseph, Roy Kilkenny, Anastasis Rendina, Sylvester Ellul, Rod Nettleton, Kathleen Jordan,

Easter Vigil - In the Holy Night, Year C

First Reading Gen 1:1, 26-31

God saw all he had made, and indeed it was good.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. God said,
‘Let us make man in our own image, in the likeness of ourselves, and
let them be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven, the
cattle, all the wild beasts and all the reptiles that crawl upon the
earth.’

God created man in the image of himself, in the image of God he
created him, male and female he created them.

God blessed them, saying to them, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth
and conquer it. Be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven
and all living animals on the earth.” God said, ‘See, | give you all the
seed-bearing plants that are upon the whole earth, and all the trees
with seed-bearing fruit; this shall be your food. To all wild beasts, all
birds of heaven and all living reptiles on the earth | give all the foliage
of plants for food.” And so it was. God saw all he had made, and
indeed it was very good.

Responsorial Psalm
(R.) Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
1. You founded the earth on its base,

to stand firm from age to age.

You wrapped it with the ocean like a cloak:

the waters stood higher than the mountains. (R.)

Second Reading Ex 14:15 - 15:1

Tell the children of Israel to march on, to walk through the sea on dry ground.

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry to me so? Tell the sons

of Israel to march on. For yourself, raise your staff and stretch out
your hand over the sea and part it for the sons of Israel to walk
through the sea on dry ground. | for my part will make the heart of
the Egyptians so stubborn that they will follow them. So shall | win
myself glory at the expense of Pharaoh, of all his army, his chariots,
his horsemen. And when | have won glory for myself, at the expense
of Pharaoh and his chariots and his army, the Egyptians will learn that
I am the Lord.’
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Then the angel of the Lord, who marched at the front of the army

of Israel, changed station and moved to their rear. The pillar of cloud
changed station from the front to the rear of them, and remained
there. It came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp

of Israel. The cloud was dark, and the night passed without the armies
drawing any closer the whole night long. Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea. The Lord drove back the sea with a strong easterly
wind all night, and he made dry land of the sea. The waters parted
and the sons of Israel went on dry ground right into the sea, walls of
water to right and to left of them.

The Egyptians gave chase: after them they went, right into the sea,

all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his own horsemen. In the
morning watch, the Lord looked down on the army of the Egyptians
from the pillar of fire and cloud, and threw the army into confusion.
He so clogged their chariot wheels that they could scarcely make
headway. ‘Let us flee from the

Israelites,” the Egyptians cried ‘the Lord is fighting for them against
the Egyptians!” ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea,’ the Lord said to
Moses ‘that the waters may flow back on the Egyptians and their
chariots and their horsemen.” Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea and, as day broke, the sea returned to its bed. The fleeing
Egyptians marched right into it, and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians
in the very middle of the sea. The returning waters overwhelmed the
chariots and the horsemen ofPharaoh’s whole army, which had
followed the Israelites into the sea; not a single one of them was left.
But the sons of Israel had marched through the sea on dry ground,
walls of water to right and to left of them.

That day, the Lord rescued Israel from the Egyptians, and Israel saw
the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. Israel witnessed the great act
that the Lord had performed against the Egyptians, and the people
venerated the Lord; they put their faith in the Lord and in Moses, his
servant.

It was then that Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song in honour
of the Lord:

Responsorial Psalm
(R.) Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
2. You make springs gush forth in the valleys:

they flow in between the hills.

On their banks dwell the birds of heaven;

from the branches they sing their song. (R.)
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Our Partner Parishes respectfully acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the traditional custodians of this land
and we pay respect to the Elders past and present.

Third Reading  1s 55: 1-11

Come to me and your soul will live. With you | will make an everlasting covenant.

Thus says the Lord:

Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; though you have
money, come!

Buy corn without money, and eat, and, at no cost, wine and milk.
Why spend money on what is not bread, your wages on what fails to
satisfy?

Listen, listen to me, and you will have good things to eat and rich food
to enjoy.

Pay attention, come to me; listen, and your soul will live. With you |
will make an everlasting covenant out of the favours promised to
David. See, | have made of you a witness to the peoples, a leader and
a master of the nations.

See, you will summon a nation you never knew, those unknown will
come hurrying to you, for the sake of the Lord your God, of the Holy
One of Israel who will glorify you.

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call to him while he is still
near. Let the wicked man abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts.
Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him, to our Go
who is rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are not your thoughts, my
ways not your ways — it is the Lord who speaks.

Yes, the heavens are as high above earth as my ways are above your
ways, my thoughts above your thoughts.

Yes, as the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do
not return without watering the earth, making it yield and giving
growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the
word that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty, without
carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.

Responsorial Psalm
(R.) Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
3. From your dwelling you water the hills;

earth drinks its fill of your gift.

You make the grass grow for the cattle

and the plants to serve man’s needs. (R.)

Forth Reading Ez 36: 16-28

I shall pour clean water over you and | shall give you a new heart.

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘Son of man,
the members of the House of Israel used to live in their own land, but
they defiled it by their conduct and actions. | then discharged my fury
at them because of the blood they shed in their land and the idols
with which they defiled it. | scattered them among the nations and
dispersed them in foreign countries. | sentenced them as their
conduct and actions deserved. And now they have profaned my holy
name among the nations where they have gone, so that people say of
them, “These are the people of the Lord; they have been exiled from
his land.” But | have been concerned about my holy name, which the
House of Israel has profaned among the nations where they have
gone.

And so, say to the House of Israel, “The Lord says this: | am not doing
this for my sake, House oflsrael, but for the sake of my holy name,
which you have profaned among the nations where you have gone. |
mean to display the holiness of my great name, which has been pro-
faned among the nations, which you have profaned among them. And
the nations will learn that | am the Lord — it is the Lord who speaks —
when | display my holiness for your sake before their eyes. Then | am
going to take you from among the nations and gather you together

Lord Jesus, through your death and

_

== resurrection; death became life;

/ Y\ darkness became light; defeat

/ / became God'’s glory. In this time of
Easter, help us to live lives full of
life, light and glory

Responsorial Psalm
(R.) Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
4. How many are your works, O Lord!

In wisdom you have made them all.

The earth is full of your riches.

Bless the Lord, my soul! (R.)

Epistle Rom 6: 3-11

Christ, having been raised from the dead, will never die again.

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were baptised in his death;
in other words, when we were baptised we went into the tomb with
him and joined him in death, so that as Christ was raised from the
dead by the Father’s glory, we too might live a new life.

If in union with Christ we have imitated his death, we shall also
imitate him in his resurrection. We must realise that our former
selves have been crucified with him to destroy this sinful body and to
free us from the slavery of sin. When a man dies, of course, he has
finished with sin.

But we believe that having died with Christ we shall return to life with
him: Christ, as we know, having been raised from the dead will never
die again. Death has no power over him any more. When he died, he
died, once for all, to sin, so his life now is life with God; and in that
way, you too must consider yourselves to be dead to sin but alive for
God in Christ Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia - Celtic (Sung)

Gospel Luke 24:1-12 Year C

Why look among the dead for someone who is alive?

On the first day of the week, at the first sign of dawn, the women
went to the tomb with the spices they had prepared. They found that
the stone had been rolled away from the tomb, but on entering
discovered that the body of the Lord Jesus was not there. As they
stood there not knowing what to think, two men in brilliant clothes
suddenly appeared at their side. Terrified, the women lowered their
eyes. But the two men said to them, ‘Why look among the dead for
someone who is alive? He is not here; he has risen. Remember what
he told you when he was still in Galilee: that the Son of Man had to
be handed over into the power of sinful men and be crucified, and
rise again on the third day?’ And they remembered his words.

When the women returned from the tomb they told all this to the
Eleven and to all the others. The women were Mary of Magdala,
Joanna, and Mary the mother of James. The other women with them
also told the apostles, but this story of theirs seemed pure nonsense,
and they did not believe them.

Peter, however, went running to the tomb. He bent down and saw
the binding cloths, but nothing else; he then went back home,
amazed at what had happened.
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